IN D E X. 


He has a confiderable garden, and fome 
fields well planted with trees ; but, among 
them all, you can fcarce find one that wears 
the common appearance of nature. The 
garden is laid out in the ftrigteft and mot 
unnatural irregularity. The walks are all 
of determined figures and fizes, and always 
uniform. The trees and fhrubs are cut into 
various fhapes and figures; fo that they 
look like fo many monuments, pyra- 
mids, or ftatues ; and the hedges are cut as 
plain as walls, and fometimes formed into 
wegular figures of arcades, niches, aad the 
like. 

He has ponds, but they are cut into re- 
gular figures of fquares, hexagons, ofto- 
gous, &c. The trees in the fields are 
planted in the fame ftiff order, and fuch a 
ftri& fymmetry and uniformity is obferved 
throughout the whole, that, if any thing 
fhould obftruct the view, it is painful to the 
fight. In fhoit, the whole labour has been, 
not to follow or improve, but to hide or re- 
ftrain, the innumerable and inimitable Seau- 
ties of nature. 

This contraft to my rural friend’s im- 
provement gave me a very degrading idea of 
my city friend's tale. But this was greatly 
heightened by obferving his treatment of 
the animal creation, of which he was equally 
feocked with my friend in the country. He 
had a curious colleétion of various kinds of 


animals, but they were all confined. His 
bealts were bound with chains, and his birds 
fhut up in cages, of different materials and 
manufactures, according as the creature was 
more or lefs efteemed by its Matter. I faw 
a poor gentle goldfinch, whole flender 
limbs were never detigned for toi!, obliged 
to work hard for every grain of fied, and 
every drop of water he was allowed for his 
fultenance; and a modelt owl, that bird of 
filence and darknels, expofed to a large tky~ 
light in a noify room; while the firong and 
towering eagle, the hawk, and the raven, 
were pining in darknefs and inactivity. 

The contraft between the behaviour of 
my two friends filled me with ideas of the 
molt oppofite kinds. I could not help com- 
paring the creatures that lived within the in- 
clofures of the former to the fubjests of a 
land of liberty, where the Prince is adored 
for his beneficence, and confidered as the 
real father of his people: While thofe that 
filled the cages and prifons of the latter dif- 
played the miferies of a defpotic Govern- 
ment in all its horrors ; where the Prince is 
beheld with terror inftead of delight, and 
where no perion has any thing he can pro- 
perly call his own. The iron hand of ty- 
ranny there holds the {ceptre of defpotifin, 
and the complainings of diftrefS and mifery 
are heard throughout the kingdom. 
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